
MINUTES FOR REGULAR MEETING OF NESQUEHONING BOROUGH COUNCIL 
  Wednesday, July 23, 2025 at 6:00 PM, Borough Office 
                                  114 W. Catawissa Street, Nesquehoning, PA 18240 
 
President Hawk called meeting to order at 6:00 PM 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE 
 
ROLL CALL:  COUNCILWOMEN/COUNCILMEN: FOX, SMITH, SHUBECK, NALESNIK, KATTNER, 
KUBA, PRESIDENT HAWK, MAYOR KATTNER, SOLICITOR YURCHAK AND CHIEF HESS. 
 
MINUTES:  Councilwomen Fox made a motion to approve the minutes from the June 25, 2025 
meeting.  Councilwomen Kuba seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed. 
 
President Hawk stated that Council would be going into Executive Session after the meeting to 
discuss Personnel and that no action would be taken.  
 
HEARING OF VISITORS:  Joe McKenzie at 600 E. Catawissa, he mentioned that the speeding on 
Catawissa is dangerous.  That something has to be done.  President Hawk turned it over to the 
Mayor.  Mayor Kattner stated that he does not disagree with you, we have a brand new road 
and it is a racetrack.  Joe McKenzie stated that the east side is 40 miles an hour and it goes 
down to 25 miles per hour.  Mayor Kattner stated that it is hard to have a police officer there 
24/7.  Joe McKenzie said what about cameras or radar detectors. Mayor Kattner stated that it is 
costly.  Joe McKenzie said if there is a fatality is that worth the cost.  I almost had an incident on 
the way here tonight.  I went to step off the curb to cross the street and car came around 
Mermon, and they did not pay attention to me at the walkway. Mayor Kattner stated that he is 
aware of his concerns.  Joe McKenzie asked how many officers do we have?  Councilwomen 
Smith said we have 6 full time officers.  Chief Hess stated that we do have a lot of people out 
there and we do have grants from the state solely for traffic and we try to put people out as 
much as we can.  I actually stopped someone before I came here tonight.  The signage that 
shows your speed, we could look into it and the cost.  We can find out from PENNDOT about 
doing a speed study to see if the speed limit could be lowered.  We do get other calls and we 
can’t stay down there all day.  Chief Hess stated that we will look into the cost of the cameras 
and the radar detectors. Joe McKenzie stated that driving is a privilege.  Chief Hess stated that 
the speeders that we do get are going over 50.  We could look at putting more signs out.  
President asked Council if they would interested in contacting PENNDOT about doing a study to 
lower the speed limit, down near the fire company and pine street and 93.  It does not cost 
anything to ask PENNDOT to come in and they may not agree with the lowing the speed,  but it 
would not hurt.  Joe McKenzie said that he just wanted to let us know what was going on and 
that he did not want to see anyone get hurt.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION & ZONING HEARING- None 
 



SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Solicitor Yurchak stated that I have not yet heard from LCCC. 
Councilwomen Kuba said that she did hear from Ann Beiber today and she is going to speak 
with Senator Argall’s office.  Even though it has passed through LCCC, the foundation does not 
meet til September.  She sees no reason why we can’t apply for the LSA even though the land is 
not in our name.  They will contact Solicitor Yurchak and try to work something out like a letter 
to the LSA Grant stating the land will be handed over to the Borough.   
Solicitor Yurchak mentioned as far as the Lake Hauto letter for the dry hydrants came back in 
the mail as undeliverable, they are answering me.  Councilwomen Fox stated that there was an 
email sent from Lake Hauto Club stating that Rush Township was doing the testing on the dry 
hydrants.  She stated that she would check with Lake Hauto Club. Solicitor Yurchak stated that 
Ryan Township divers usually come and check the hydrants.  
Solicitor Yurchak stated the Reading Blue Mountain, I thought we were making headway last 
week, but it was postponed again, they wanted more information from ARRO, and ARRO 
provided it, and I sent an email back to Ms. Busher and have not heard anything about it since.  
Last week she stated that she needed to meet with her team and have not heard back.  I will 
give her a couple of more days, if not heard back then we might have to go to the PUC. 
 
Councilmen Kattner made a motion to accept the Solicitor’s Report.  Councilwomen Smith 
seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT & CD REPORT: 
 
Councilwomen Kuba made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report and the CD Report.  
Councilwomen Fox seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed. 
 
Councilmen Kattner made a motion to approve all PO’S from June 26, 2025 to July 22, 2025.  
Councilwomen Fox seconded. All in favor of motion, motion passed.  
 
Councilwomen Shubeck made a motion to approve bill to be ratified, expenditures and deposits 
from June 26, 2025 to July 22, 2025.  Councilwomen Fox seconded. All in favor of motion, 
motion passed.  
 
TAX COLLECTOR REPORT FOR JUNE: 
Real Estate: $12,875.68 
Per Capita: $375.00 
Occupation: $330.00 
TOTAL: $ 13,580.68 
Councilmen Kattner made a motion to accept the Tax Collector’s Report for June. 
Councilwomen Shubeck seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  NONE 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 



POLICE & PUBLIC SAFETY:  Councilwomen Kuba made a motion to ratify the ariel display of 
fireworks from Robert Stempa on July 5, 2025.  Councilwomen Fox seconded.  All in favor of 
motion, motion passed. 
 
Councilwoman Kuba made a motion to approve New Columbus Fire Company to attend 
Tuscarora Block Parade on Saturday, July 26, 2025.  Councilwomen Smith seconded.  All in favor 
of motion, motion passed. 
 
Councilwomen Kuba made a motion to authorize Deborah DelFranco, Secretary/Treasurer to 
sign all documentation with regards to the police vehicle.  Councilwomen Smith seconded.  All 
in favor of motion, motion passed.  
 
Councilwomen Kuba made a motion to approve John McArdle t inspect the RedCo facility. 
Councilmen Kattner seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed.  
 
Councilwomen Kuba mentioned that she spoke with Bruno from DB Contractors with regards to 
a temporary fencing at Johnson Park and he stated that it would be done tomorrow by 3:00 PM  
She also mentioned that New Columbus Fire Company had their new/used fire truck out back if 
anyone is interested after the meeting.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT:  Mayor Kattner said Thank You to the Police Department for a job well done.  
He mentioned National Night Out on August 5th from 6-8 at the Recreation Center. 
Chief Hess mentioned again about National Night Out also mentioned that  night vision goggles 
were given to the Police department from the National Sheriff’s Association and that they 
would be giving the police department something on a yearly basis.  
 
POLICE REPORT:  Magistrate Dodson: Vehicle code, crimes code: $2,305.49; Local Ordinance: 
$365.57; Title 18- $273.44; Title 75, Motor vehicles, $716.48; Dog- $300.00; Dog Law (Rabies)-
$200.00; Littering Highway- $150.00.  Carbon County Court of Pleas-$93.66; Individual 
Restitution-$310.00; moving permits-$40.00; accident reports-$105.00; parking tickets- 
$400.00/18 for a total of $3,254.15. 
Traffic Citations: 46; Code Complaints: 10; Totals Calls for the Month: 157. 
 
FIRE REPORT:   AFA(1); Fire Police (3); EMS Assist (2); Vehicle Fire (1); LZ (1); Odor (1); MVA (2); 
Mutual Aid (4)- 2 Hometown; 1 Weatherly; 1 Summit Hill; Search (1); Tree (1); LZ (1) for a total 
of 20.  Total calls for the year is 79. 
 
HOUSING & CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER’S REPORT:  President Hawk stated that our zoning 
officer has 3 permits and received $1,308.08 in fees.  Our code enforcement has 9 contacts and 
5.75 hours for the month of June. 
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT: NONE 
 



Councilwomen made a motion to accept Police & Public Safety; Mayor; Police Report, Fire 
Report, Zoning Report and Code Enforcement Report for June.  Councilwomen Fox seconded. All 
in favor of motion, motion passed. 
 
STREETS:  Councilmen Nalesnik made a motion to approve the 21’ curb at 255 E. Railroad 
Street. Councilwomen Kuba seconded the motion.  All in favor of motion, motion passed. 
 
Councilmen Nalesnik made a motion to approve the upgrades on Tippets Road by the Reading 
Norther Railroad with payment to be determined.  Councilwomen Smith seconded. All in favor 
of motion, motion passed.  
 
Councilmen Nalesnik mentioned that Nesquehoning did receive the grant for Industrial Road 
project and that phase 2 will be beginning.  He said that the project on Pine Street and Center 
has been completed.  He also said that the road crew were painting the lines and that he 
wanted to thank them all.  He stated as far as the curbing up on East Diaz, ARRO has finished 
the specks and a letter would be going out to the property owners, but not until late August, so 
the project will take place sometime in 2026. He also mentioned that M & J Excavation received 
the award letter for the 2025/2026 Road Improvement Project for East Columbus and Marconi.  
 
SEWER:  Councilwomen Fox made a motion to accept the June Adjustment report.  
Councilwomen Shubeck seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed.  
Councilwomen Fox stated that the 3D Scan was done for unit 1.  We are getting a quote for unit 
2. Breiner property and a NOV was sent out by ARRO. Smith property, they are putting in 
grinder pumps. Smoke testing will begin on August 11, 2025 and will be starting on Loggie Road.  
Bob will be ordering the door hangers.  The generators at Lake Hauto are operating and Martins 
will be in to program, and as far as the discharge from the prison, we have received no word.  
 
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS: None 
 
SANITATION & QUALITY OF LIFE: Councilwomen Smith made a motion to approve the June 
tonnage from Tamaqua Transfer at 155.74 tons.  Councilwomen Kuba seconded.  All in favor of 
motion, motion passed. 
 
Councilwomen Smith made a motion to approve the garbage contract with Tamaqua Transfer to 
be assigned to Cascella.  Councilwomen Fox seconded. All in favor of motion, motion passed. 
Solicitor Yurchak stated that the agreement starts August 1st and that Larry Wittig will be staying 
on for the next three years.  They will honor our current contract.  
 
Councilwomen Smith stated that herself, Councilwomen Shubeck, Kuba and Councilmen Kattner 
were going around the town for code complaints.  Some of the complaints have been taken care 
of.  We are taking the complaints to the next level and we ask that people give us some leeway, 
because it is a process to cover all liability to the borough.   
 



RECREATION:  Councilwomen Shubeck stated that there is information on the non-bearing 
checking account and as of Monday, the Rec Commission did do a $10,000.00 CD with Jim 
Thorpe Bank.  They are scheduled to have their raffle on September 5th and 6th and they are 
looking into doing an ice cream social.  They feel they would like to support the local ice cream 
shop in town.  This week was the last meeting for National Night Out.  They were able to get in 
touch with Lehigh Valley Health Network would like to get a table, and if it was to rain we would 
move it inside of the Recreation Center.  
 
BUDGET/FINANCE:  Councilwomen Kuba stated that in June money had been moved from 
Sewer and Sewer Construction for new CD’s.  We will be applying for some LSA Grants, for a 
police vehicle for next Spring and also for the Fire Company radios.  The police department was 
already awarded radios through the state.  We have been putting money aside in the budget 
and hopefully the grant will cover most, but we will have to put some money out.  We are half 
way through the year on budget and be aware of spending. She asked all fire companies to get 
their budget in for 2026.  She stated that fire companies do work hard with their fundraising.  
We will be meeting with the budget committee in mid September, so please get all budget 
material to Deb.  
 
PERSONNEL/PUBLIC SAFETY:  Councilwomen Fox stated that they are working on the 
negotiations with the office staff.  
 
Councilwomen Fox made a motion to accept all committee reports.  Councilmen Kattner 
seconded.  All in favor of motion, motion passed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: None 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Councilmen Nalesnik stated that maybe going forward with the Residential 
Rental Licenses that there are many people stating that they are not renting the property or 
that family lives there.  We are unsure if this in fact is true.  Maybe we could come up with some 
kind of affidavit that they need to fill out and sign stating that it is not a rental and the owner 
would also have to fill out and sign on stating that it is family and the occupant will have to do 
that same.  Solicitor Yurchak will work on said letters and get back to Council. 
 
Meeting ending at 7:02 PM went into Executive Session with no action. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Councilwomen Smith made a motion to adjourn at 8:00 PM. Councilwomen 
Shubeck seconded.  
 
DEBORAH DELFRANCO 
SECRETARY/TREASURER 
 


